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Our bodies are both personal objects and shared spaces. They
allow us to physically experience the world and are also
complex entities where concepts of beauty, self, gender, and
identity intersect. Although there is a long history of artists
engaging the human form, increasingly, contemporary artists
have embraced the complexity and imperfection of the body as

itis.

This exhibition, selected from a private collection in Chicago,
brings together 19 artists from the last 25 years who actively
engage the body and its changing role through their work.
Drawing on historical and progressive approaches to

figuration, they celebrate the body as a source of inspiration

and challenge traditional notions of beauty and representation.

The images and renderings of bodies in this exhibition are not
neutral. They reveal each artist’s motifs, beliefs, and passions
and raise questions about the representation of the human
form in a world still saturated with idealized images of the
body. More importantly, they provide meaning and help us see
ourselves and how we see others within a culture that is

increasingly conscious of age, race, gender, and status.

Clio Newton, Jules, compressed charcoal on paper, 2019, Brian
Westphal and Michael McVickar


https://www.gvsu.edu/artgallery
https://www.gvsu.edu/
https://www.gvsu.edu/artgallery/module-events-view.htm?siteModuleId=C26E366E-C31F-76FB-AE4848E1FFE93289&eventId=1432A919-DE71-3306-26EE0A6CE1E90DF1

FEATURED ARTISTS

Steven Assael (American, b. 1957) Clio Newton (American, b. 1989)
https://www.stevenassael.com/ https://www.forumgallery.com/artists/clio-newton
Melissa Cooke Benson (American, b. 1982) Nicolas V. Sanchez (American, b. 1983)
https://melissacookebenson.com/ https://www.nicolasvsanchez.com/

Aleah Chapin (American, b. 1986) Aaron Smith (American, b. 1964)
https://www.aleahchapin.com/ https:/www.aaronsmithart.com/

William Fisk (Canadian, b. 1969) Maria Tomasula (American, b. 1958)
https:/www.williamfisk.ca/ https:/www.forumgallery.com/artists/maria-tomasula
Rose Freymuth-Frazier (American, b. 1977) Christian Vincent (American, b. 1966)
https://www.freymuth-frazier.com/ https:/www.christianvincentstudio.com/

Nick Gebhart (American, b. 1988) Ruprecht von Kaufmann (German, b. 1974)
https://www.nickgebhart.com/ https:/www.rvonkaufmann.com/home/

Anthony Goicolea (American, b. 1971) Eric White (American, b. 1968)
https://www.anthonygoicoleastudio.com/ https://ewhite.com/

Susan Hauptman (American, 1947-2015) Robin F. Williams (American, b. 1984)
https://www.susanhauptman.com/ https://www.robinfwilliams.com/

Amanda Elizabeth Joseph (American) Zane York (American, b. 1978)
https://zggallery.com/joseph.htm https://www.zaneyork.com/

Alyssa Monks (American, b. 1977)

https://www.alyssamonks.com/
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