STEVEN ASSAEL PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS
PAYNE GALLERY OF MORAVIAN COLLEGE
Dec 7 - Jan 28 1996

This exhibition of paintings and drawings by
Steven Assael is a highly significant exception. His
work, inspired by the narrative, figure - painting tra-
dition advanced by Rembrandt, Velazquez, and
Govya, and drawing from the kinship of contemporary
Spanish painters like Antonio Lopez Garcia, dramati-
cally and skillfully edifies and inspires. Drawing
from life, he paints “a thoroughly contemporary
painterly finesse.” + When asked about his choice of
subject matter or his place in the history of art, Assael
asserts that “
toward the North Pole--with nowhere to go, frozen.

Modernism has taken a direction

On the way back, we are discovering new territory,
using the past as a means of expressing the present.
To go forward we must, at times, take a step back and
evaluate our position. With progression there is
always a [positive, studied] regression.” 3

In the tradition of figure painting, the artist
makes life - drawings that he uses as studies for his
paintings, many of which are included in this exhibi-
tion. Also shown are several of his major paintings,
including Preparation of the Bride., (cover), that critic
Gerrit Henry called "...a celebration of life more real-
istic and at the same time lovely, more exciting and
simultaneously more melancholic, and, finally more

narrative... His gift is for a matchless perfectionism
the spirit, as ever --but especially in this new body
work-- manifesting itself, sensually, but unsentin
tally, in the form of exalled human matter™ »

We are very grateful to Peter Tatistcheft o
Carol Craven at Tatistcheff & Co., New York, for th
help and cooperation and for loaning so many of |
artist’s works for this exhibition. We are also indo
ed to the help provided by Mr. Assael and for his lo.
of several recent paintings from his studio.
always, we thank Priscilla Payne Hurd, whose gen
ous support of our exhibition program make sho
like this possible.

Les Reker, Associate Professor of
Director/Curator, Payne Gallery of Moravian Col
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