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The Art of

Mar 3 TOIn&@Ula Maria Tomasula's still life paintings are absolutely captivating, dramatizing luscious objects of saturated
D

and meticulous details through the spotlight effect against a dark backdrop. Beyond their

appeal, how the still lifes usually contain disturbing features such as fiowers being

10 De

pierced by hooks and nails or isolated body parts such as bones and organs that
though the pictures are mater cally appealing due to the illusionist ¢
es to a depth of iconography that has not been accounted for in previous

artist, they lend themselv
writings on her art.

This book is the first comprehensive monograph on Tomasula (b. 1958), unraveling her complex
iconography that is founded on her Mexican American heritage and Catholicism, but also tracing the
European still life tradition. It shows that her paintings reflect her feminist and philosophical leanings
nfluenced by variou Gilles Deleu:

t pays tribute t

ectuals including Baruch Spin

e, and the proponents of New

aterialism. Her still life converges the old with new int traditional Mexican and

European moti

but also reflects ideas and mannerism that speal the contemporary audi
research e ces the complexity of the Mexican American experience which mer, Y
and ideological perspectives from Latin America, North America, and Europe in varied ways for different
and unique individuals.
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“| have worked with many presses, all around the world, and | can say that | have

greatly enjoyed working with you on this one, and now the very fine results."

- Graeme Harper, Making Up: Research in Creative Writing
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Heritage in the Art of Maria Tomasula” in Journa

Disguised:

the Arts 23 (2019)

Dr Sco Y. Kang is Professor of Art History in the Department of Arts and Design and the Honors College
. Her research areas are religious art and women'’s art of the twentieth and
She has presented and published papers on Paula Rego, Georges Rouault, and
Dorothea Tanning. Her previous books are Rouault in Perspective. Contextual and Theoretical Study of
rere et Guerre (co-authored
with Holly Flora, 2006). Her publicaticns on Tomasula include “Embedded Still Lifes: Mexican American
of Contemporary Painting (2018) and “Flowers
/oman's Voice Through the Catholic Tradition in the Art of Maria Tomasula” in Religion and
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